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Sunday Eucharist
8:00 AM and 10:00AM

Church Office Hours
prommcecn Mon - Fri 10 AM - 4 PM

Telephone: (805) 733-4400
Fax: (805) 733-4405

E-Mail Addresses:
Fr. Michael:
rector@stmaryslompoc.org

Deacon Judy Lin:
deacon@stmaryslompoc.org

Elizabeth:
admin@stmaryslompoc.org

Trudy:
formation@stmaryslompoc.org

Wardens and Clerk:
vestry@stmaryslompoc.org

Bells Editor:
john.beeler@verizon.net
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The Bells of Saint Mary
February, 2009

With My Hand on the Plow:

Promises Kept

| write this to you just days after the Cele-
bration of New Ministry service we had
together this past Saturday. It was such a
glorious service and | am so grateful to all
of you for your ministry and your amazing
work to welcome all to our church for the
service. The promise of Radical Hospitality
was lived out so completely by each one of
you. | am getting so many emails and
messages from friends who attended the
service just raving
about the warm
welcome  they
received here.
The wonder of it
all was how well
we worked to-
gether. It is this
aspect of the ser-
vice, more than
anything else | want to highlight.

What | had hoped to accomplish in the writ-
ing of the liturgy with our fabulous Worship
Ministry Development Team was a sense
of celebration of our shared ministry. (With
a liberal dose of humor thrown in wherever
possible!) From the doorstop to keep the
doors open to the key to the pantry, | felt
like this was realized. Frisbees were flying
and Bibles were presented, and over and
over again what was apparent to all in the
church was that this place is alive in Jesus
and celebrates the ministry of the laity and
our commitment to all who come our way.
| hope you felt the same way.

The choir was in fine voice, the organ vol-
untaries were wonderful and Bishop Bruno
did one heck of a job with his sermon. |
can testify that preaching two sermons in
two different churches on the same day is
not an easy taskéand
derful sermons in both churches was such
a gift. The other aspect of our shared min-
istry that was so fantastic was how many of
us made the trip to Santa Maria to join in
Deborahos
tion of New Ministry
at St. Pe
especially grateful
that every member
of our Vestry made
the trip to honor
Deborah and St.
Peter 6s.
long time coming,
this joining in ministry with our sister parish
to the north, and many folks from St. Pe-
terds expressed a
we might share more ministry opportunities
in the future. Once again, promises kept.

It is a great and winding road we have em-
barked upon my friends. It is a road that
leads to the assurances of the faith, but it is
not an easy one. As long as we keep our
commitment to help the least among us,
welcome all who come our way as we
would welcome Jesus, and study and re-
flect upon the Word, and our lives lived in
the Word, we will be in for a wonder-filled
trip. The essential truth to the promises we
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have made is that there will be wonders
upon wonders, and all of the wonders will
be real. And that is a trip worth taking.

As we wind along the path that our God
has brought us to, and is on with us, let us
continue to be led by the light brought for-
ward at Epiphany, and let it lead us to Ash
Wednesday, coming as it does on the 25"
of February this year, and help us see our
way through Lent as we journey toward
Good Friday, and an understanding of what
it means to accept the gift of the Son, and
then to Easter, as we accept the gift of life
eternal.

The promises we have made to God are all
seen in the light of the promise that God
has made to us. That God so loved the
world that He gave his only begotten Son,
so that we might have eternal life. S o,
live it fully, together. We surely know at
this point that we can depend upon one
another along the way. And | promise you,
we can depend on God to make the jour-
ney with us.

With my hand on the plow,

Fr. Michael+

An Interfaith Christian Meeting

Who: All interested people living in Lompoc/Santa Maria.

What: The first INTER-FAITH Group meeting to raise awareness of the situation in Darfur.

Where: St. Maryods
When: Friday, February 6, 2009 at 7:00.

Why: Darfur is in the northwest
part of the Sudan. There has
been a genocide raging against
the people who live there since
2003. We would like interested
people to come together and
plan specific ways we can raise
awareness of this situation in
our community. We will pray,
watch a DVD (this DVD is not
suitable for young children), dis-
cuss the situation in Darfur, and
discuss how we as Christians
can raise awareness in our
community to help these peo-

ple.

Questions? Please contact
Patricia LoCicero at 757-0712
or plocicero@agmail.com.
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Photo of Darfuri refugees provided by Patricia LoCicero
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Worship Ministry Development Team Report Howard Gould

2008 was a quiet year for the Worship MDT in that we did not have any special services as we had in 2007. Yes, we had Easter
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We did change our meeting dates based on the time of year or the need to discuss services to a monthly meeting schedule
which has made it easier for the team to plan out services. Meeting this way has also given us the advantage of remembering
what experiences we had in previous services thereby letting us record the good and not so good of those services.
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morial service wishes. The joy we received is seeing how peaceful the families were at the end of the services knowing their
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The worship Ministry Development Team can always support new members as can the ministries that make up the team; Altar
Guild, Acolytes, Lectors, LEMs, Choir, and parishioners.
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Lent is coming

Coming next month in the Bells will be a detailed schedule for our
Wednesday night classes for Lenten Study. The focus will be aro| Lenten Journey
the sacraments of the church. There are seven of them. Baptism
OAEAOEOO AOA OEA Oxi AECCEAO:
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apply to all persons at all times. Not everyone is married, althouglr
marriage is one of the sacraments of the church. Not everyone is
firmed, (although | think everyone should take advantage of this ar
be confirmed) nor is everyone called to a vocation of ordained min
try, but that is two more of them. Anointing (the laying on of hands
with holy oil) a person and invoking prayers for healing is certainly
ter known to most of us and the Reconciliation of a Penitent is the
other of those five sacraments. Although there are seven Wednesdays

in Lent, one of them begins Lent, Ash Wednesday and the other comes close to the end of Lent, that be-
ing the Wednesday in Holy Week, so we will have five classes and find a way to experience all seven sacre
i AT OO8 -TOA O Ai1l1ix ET TAgO 11710E80 "All 08AO
Lenten Discipline of attending our Wednesday Night Formation Offerings.

Feb 25 is Ash Wednesday and there will be three services that day at 7 am, noon, and 7 pm. March
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Tuesday Pancake and Game night on Tuesday, tfedt4ebruary. Pancakes at 5:30 to 6:30 and Game
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February Formation Happenings

The original St. Valentine was probably a third century martyr noted for his acts of love and
kindness to other persecuted Christians. Like so many other religious celebrations it has be-
come co-opted by our culture to foster commercial activity, mostly in pursuit of romantic love.

At St . Maryobés this year we wil/l shift the

members in a couple of ways. On February 1 and 8 our youth will be selling Singing Valen-

tines . Parishioners can choose from a small but generationally diverse selection of songs to
have friends or loved ones serenaded on the afternoon of February 14. These musical senti-
ments can be delivered by phone for $5 or in person in the Lompoc area for $10. The money

wi | | go towards the purchase of some new equ

On Sunday February 8 in both the Sunday School and during the coffee hours we will have
supplies available to make valentines for shut -ins. WE need everyonebo
have enough. We wi | | deliver them to CCC
calls to. Please bring me your old cards, calendars, and trims for recycling into cheerful val-
entines.

As part of their fundraising efforts our youth will also be auctioning off their services on Feb.
1 after both worship services. Each youth will have contracts with their skills and hours of
availability listed. If a job requires a more complex skill set it will be negotiated with the help
of the AHoney Do Guil do.

Shrove Tuesday marks the beginning of Lent. Places like New Orleans and Rio de Janeiro
are famous for their rowdy and flamboyant festivities. In the early church Lent was a very
somber time with very strict fasting, and self denial practices. Shrove Tuesday provided
more than just a way of getting forbidden foods out of the house. It was a way to address our
darker, wilder sides and empty ourselves of these desires either symbolically or through so-
cially sanctioned raucous behavior.

Please join us on Tuesday February 24 for an intergenerational Pancake Supper. Pan-
cakes will be served from 5:30 to 6:30 P.M. From 6:30 to 7:30 we will play two game shows
styled after Jeopardy and Who Wants to Be a Million-

aire to test and increase your knowledge of Lenten

customs and history. During supper there will be spe-

cial Lenten art activities for the children. We will end

t he evening wi t h ao Farewel | to All el ui
Bring the whole family and your friends and

neighbors for this fun and educational event.

Fr. Michael and | are working on an Inquirers Class
called Living a Sacramental Life for Wednesday
evenings in Lent. This will be important for those pre-
paring for Baptism at the Easter Vigil, those seeking
Confirmation and all who wish to deepen their under-
standing of their faith.

Trudy Ardizzoned Missioner for Christian Formation
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